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TO THE UNITED BRANCHES OF OPERATIVE 
POTTERS. 

Frrenps, Brotuers, ann Fetrow-Worxkmen,— 
Labour's Parliament is closed. On Saturday evening 
last, the conference was brought to a conclusion by an 
admirable addrese, from the worthy and intelligent chair- 
man, T. S. Duncombe, Esq., M.P., which was responded 
to by many loud and long-continued plaudits, from the 
assembled delegates. 

If ever there was an era in the history of Labour's 
wrongs that atigured justice to the millious, the present 
is that era. Experience, that never-dying teacher, has 
taught the working classes a lesson not to be unlearned. 
The thousands, expended in useless trades’ strikes, have 
left an indelable impression on the hearts of England's 
struggling operatives, that strikes alone will not secure 
them from the greedy power of capital, or from the in- 
evitable bad consequences of a competitive state of 
human society. “Working men are becoming aware, 
that it is to systems and not to men alone, that they owe 
their downward tendency ; and thry are determined, if 
possible, to go to the root of their evils. This, then, is 
& new era in the history of society. Formerly, working 
men could see the canse of their sufferings in the bad 
passions of their employers alone. He, who reduced the 
price of their labour, was, in their eyes, an oppressor of 
the worst character;—he was a greedy villian, who 
wished to aggrandize himself at the expence of his work- 
people ;_a selfish demon, who sought to heap up wealth 
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control, and carried away whithersoever the stream of 


competition may set in, These falacies are passing 
away; and systems, and not men, are now condemned. 
The opposition of working men is now directed agaiust 
the competitive principle of all trade, and tle misappli- 
cation of science. That festering feeling of antipathy 
to employers, that once coroded the hearts of working 
men, is fast giving place to a more elevated opposition 
to things as they are. This is an important {+ ature in the 
present movement of the trades of this empire. Sye- 
tems are opposed and not men!—misapplied powers of 
production are condemned, and not the abstract princi- 
ple of science. Is not this, then, a new era? My 
friends, it is! 

The proceedings of the late conference bave given a 
foundation to this era. The one prevailing opinion of 
all the delegates was, that strikes alone were int ffectual 
in bettering the condition of the working classes ;—that 
there must be something added, by which power Might 
be generated for the altering of systems and the :emoval 
of surplus labours. To this important subject, the 
general attention of conference wis fixed ; and although 
nothing definite hap been, as yet, decided on, as to ways 
and meaus, nevertheless principles have been decided 
on,—land must be obtained,—surplus labour removed, 
and power brought to bear on government to alter sys- 
tems. These are the fixed principles of conference; and 
to establish which, and to realize the object resulting 
therefrom, a provisional committee of nine individuals 
have been appointed, amongst whom are T. 8. Dun- 


on the crushed hopes and energies of honest industry,— | combe, Esq., M.P., P. Roberts, Esq., Miners’ Attorney- 
when at the same time he might have been the victim General, and Mr. Hobson, Editor of the Northern Star, 


of a devilish system of competitive trade :—a bubble of 
commerce, tossed about without the least power of self- 


| 


the first to act as chairman. This committee will ela- 
borate a plan of organization, suited to the present 
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THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 








movement of the trades of this empire, and lay the same 
before the adjourned conference in July next. 

It was a matter of deep interest to hear the several 
delegates propoand the manifold grievances of the trades 
they represented. Potters indeed, have their grievances, 
but alas! how immeasurably superior are we in circum- 
stances, to the poor Calico Weavers, Silk Weavers, and 
Cotton Spinners. We have onr long hours of labour, 
our unhealthy shops, our poisonous atmosphere, but the 
weavers and spinners have these to destruction. Their 
existence is a lingering death. They commence with 
the first light of morn, and keep on, three nights a week, 
work, woik, work, until daylight comes again. And 
for this, they receive some eight shillings a week. This, 
to them, is a prosperous fime:.—it gives them “ night- 
work ;” and they glory in it! And even to secure this, 
they are compe!'ed to draw out the children from the 
factories; and, out of their starving pittance, to pay 
those children their wages, on purpose to secure a de- 
mand for their own toil. This is the eff-ct of machi- 
nery: and working potters, they say, are on the high- 
road to the same miserable position. Would it be be- 


lieved, that children have been worked until they have | 


dropped from sheer exhaustion; and that, to secure 
their wages, the parents have been compelled to take 
their places, and to finish the allotted time out? Would 
it be believed, that, on the dark, cold, winter mornings, 
when the factory-bell rings, parents, to be in time at the 
mill, have been known to seize their children from bed, 
hurry on their clothes in a half-waking state, and carry 
them, bodily, to the factory, there to go through a long 
day of toil; and by such means, to secure the common- 
est necessaries of life? Would it be believed, that a 
father and a son, from the poisonous atmosphere in which 
they have slept, have been found dead in their miserable 
dwelling ;—lifeless side by side? ‘Theirs was the sleep 
of death; and how many such sleeps take place in the 
course of the year, who can tell? There are scarcely 
any potters who will believe that snch things take place 
in a Christian country; and yet they have been stated,— 
aye, and by those who have witnessed them ;—by those 
who can bring facts,—hard, sterling facts,_to corrobo- 
rate their statements And all this has been caused by 
machinery. 

Working potters, let not your energies cease. At 
present, you occupy a position superior to the majority 
of the trades of this empire. Sheffield, indeed, may 
claim pre-eminence over you; but, then, the Sheffield 
trades have adopted the short-hour principle, and that of 
the limitation of apprentices to a given number of jour- 
neymen; and you must do the same. It is to these im- 
portant trade’s proceedings, that the men of Sheffield 
owe their prosperity; and unless you follow the same 
judicious steps, poverty will be yours, and you must in- 
evitably sink to the miserable level of Hand-loom Wea- 
vers and Cotton Spinners. But more of this hereafter. 
You are desirous of having some information of what 
has transpired at Labour’s Parliament. To this end, I 
beg to call your attention to the following admirable ad- 





' dress, delivered by the chairman, at the opening of the 
| proceedings 


Gentlemen,—lIn assuming the office which your confidence ra- 
{ther than my own will or fitness has imposed on me, I feel some 
| difficulty—a difficulty not arising out of any misgiving as to your 

ability to devise, and power to execute any plan that the majority 
of this highly important assembly shall deliberately agree upon, — 
but the difficulty of deciding upon the most proper and apt ma- 
chinery for the purpose of giving effect to your judgment. 

Gentlemen,—I learn that you have wisely decided upon ex- 
cluding all political topies from your consideration; but I feel 

convinced that should the day arrive when the English mind shall 
see that “a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s work’ can only be 
achieved through the fair representatation in Parliament of those 
seeking their just rights, that then my countrymen will, with their 
characteristic boldness, demand such a change in the system as 
shall ensure to them not only the possession, but the protection of 
the fruits of their industry. It is wise, however, that you should 
first test the willingness of those who have the power not only to 
remedy your grievances, but to render any great political change 
valueless in your eyes. It is better to persuade men than to 
coerce them: and should your first move be in a political direc- 
tion, I fear that the varied elements of which this national assem- 
bly must naturally consist, would have presented an appearance 
of internal contention and strife, rather than of organization and 
union: two ingredients indispensable to the success of your 
} project. 
} Gentlemen,—Although I am here rather to learn than to in- 
| struct, vet, I bhpe I may, without presumption, be permitted to 
{ suggest such a course as I conceive best calculated to insure suc- 
}cess. You may, and most probably will, evince great wisdom and 
acuteness in the several discussions baaring relatively or positive- 
| ly upon your several positions, while the manifold interests which 
jare represented on this occasion may lead some to suppose that 
} there is difficulty in combining those interests in any one common 

plan. Such, however, is not my opinion ; for while there may ap- 
pear no connexion between a Cotton Spinner and a Shoemaker, 
| nevertheless we must come to the conclusion that that machinery 
{cannot be perfect which does not equally represent, and equally 
protect, the interests of both. This, then, is the important point 
| to which I would respectfully direct your attention—the establish- 
} ing of such an advising and controlling body as shall give effect 
to, and fully carry out, whatever plan the majority of this assem- 
} bly shall decide upon. You will have done but little if you meet, 
and separate after having merely proclaimed your wrongs and sug- 
gested your remedies. You must do more. Having the power, 
you must boldly proclaim your determination to redress your- 
selves ; and humble as I am, I shal! have sufficient confidence in 
your impoutance and integrity, when backed by your concurrence, 
to declare in my place in Parliament, that the hour has at length 
arrived when Englishmen “ know their rights, and are determined 
to possess them.” 

In the debate upon the ‘‘ Ten Hours’ Bill,’ daring the last ses- 
sion of Parliament, when the House of Commons stultified itself 
by preferring the ascendency of a Minister td the interests, and 
even the well-being of the working classes, my mind was for the 
first time directed to the practical operation of the principle of 
“restriction ;” and to that question I would now draw your most 
serious attention. You will naturally consider whether or no, 
any, or all, of the measures submitted by Parliament to the coun- 
try are calculated to cause an EQUITABL® DISTRIBUTION of the 
profits of trade between capitalists and labourers, and if they are 
not calculated to do so, you will then, I hope, enter on the consi- 
{ deration of some well-digested plan to effect an object of the most 
| vital importance—one upon which I do not hesitate to say the ez- 
istence of the middle classes and of the landed aristocracy depends; 
| and for this reason. 

} on increasing according to well-founded anticipations, one of two 
} results must necessarily follow—either new markets must be dis- 
covered for consumers, or the ‘‘surplus’’ of idlers must progress- 
| ingly inerease. As, then, the discovery of new customers is at 
| best but problematical, we must look on an interesting “surplus” 
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as the more rational result from improved machinery; and how to with the local delegates of that trade appointed by their body, who 


deal with that “surplus” is the question of paramount importance 
to those who are as yet only allowed tu labour and barely to live. 
Whether this “‘surplus” should be maintained by those employed 
to avert competition, or by the Go: ernment—‘that is by the coun- 
try—according to the rules of justice, is the grand question, I 
hold that those at werk cannot, and ought, not to be called on to 
apply any portion of their earnings to the support of a “ surplus” 
created by the operation of a new system, over which they have no 
control; and I further hold, that the Government has no right to 
tax one part of the community for the maintenance of another 
portion, rendered dependent, while willing to labour. These who 
have read the accounts stated by me in the House of Commons, 


{ 


might become honorary members, for the time, of the general 
body ; and, if necessary, you could appoint one or more, as com- 
missicners, from your permanent Executive, to repair to the spot 
where the strike takes place, there to instruct themselves upon, 
and to inform you of, all matters connected with the Movement ; 
and, in such cases, it is my opinion that any excitement necessary 
to sustain the strike should be transferred from the place where it 
occurs to the metropolis, where, of course, the governing body 
will hold its permanent sittings. By these means sTRIKES, when 
just, would be of short duration, because the united power of the 
National Trades of Great Britain, when properly and justly di- 
rected, as I feel assured they would be, would prove an over- 





relative to the effect produced by practising the principle of “ res- | match for the power of the local masters, or even of all the mas- 
triction”’ at Sheffield, must come to the conclusion, that SHORT | ters of the kingdom, should a counter organization be attempted. 
HOURS or Lanovn do not lead to a reduction of wages, although | By systematle organization of this kind the political minority in 


| 


it may tend to reduce the inordinate profits of capitalists, accumu- | each country has been enabled to hold the ascendency over the 


lated rather from their power over the labour market, than from | 


the just sources of trade or speculation. In fact, calculations of 
profit and loss are now based on the ability of the powerful to reduce 
the wages of the powerless, rather than by the ordinary rules by 
which we are told commerce should be regulated. The reasons, 
however, why your employers have been enabled to hold your la- 
bour in complete subjection are so well known to all who have 
taken part in strikes, whether just or unjust, or speculative, that 
I should abstain from any comment upon that part of the subject, 
was it not necessary for the direction of your minds to the adop- 
tion of such measures as would enable you in future to judge 
justly of the justice of a srr1kKE—and, secondly, of your efficiency } 
to carry it out. In all cases where strikes have taken place, they 
have been for the most part entered on rashly, though perhaps | 
justly ; and the justice of your case has been lost in the rashness | 
of your measures. However righteous your claims may appear at } 
first, it has too often happened that your own rashness has enabled 

your masters to enlist the power of the law to ensure their own 
triumph ; and hence you have been compelled to fight against the { 
two-edged sword of capital and legal persecution. Whenever a | 
strike takes place, the local authorities, who are for the most part } 
employers themselves, have been able to warp some enthusiastic | 
and justly indignant minds from their original purpose, to the } 
adoption of what is easily tortured into “constructive conspi- | 
racy’’ or “ sedition ;” and thus your imperfect machinery has been | 
unable to compete against the more perfect machinery of your op- 





|} disunited and disorganized majority. You will perceive that I 
have thought it necessary to dwell more at length upon the descrip- 
tion of machinery by which your plans are to be carried out, than 
upon the means you shall adopt for the adjustment of the several 
difficulties that exist between you and your employers, or that may 
hereafter occur. 


stained from comment upon all matters on which you must neces- 
sarily be better instructed than myself, but that I have also ab- 
stained from noticing any political question with which, from my 
position, I might be supposed to be more conversant than you can 
be. I have thought this the wisest and best course for the achieve- 
ment of our common object, which I understand to be “a fair 
day’s wage for a fair day’s work,” 


} 
t 
Gentlemen,—You will also observe that I have not only ab- 


Gentlemen,— Whatever view the curious, the idle, or the timid, 
may take of this Movement, I[ assure you it gives rise to very seri 
ous considerations in my mind. If this be in truth, as I believe 
and hope it is, a fair representation of that growing spirit of Eng- 
lishmen of which we hear so much, and to curb which requires so 
\ much artifice and cunning, its mature deliberations must go to the 
world with an irresistible effect. You have looked with anxious 
hope to each political party, and to every political party, for that 
amelioration in your condition which you have at length wisely 
decided can only be effected by your own united energies. 

Gentlemen,—Those who shall scan and criticise what may be 


ponents. Through the legal acumen, perseverance, and steady | decided upon by this representation of the industrious English 
watchfuluess of the Miners’ law adviser, Mr. Roberts, that large | people, should rceegnise in yonr intentions the practical carrying 


body of men were enabled to continue what I will call the most | out of their own theories. 


They, one and all, admit the vast in- 


justifiable and extensive sfrike Upon record, for a period of many } crease that has taken place in the national wealth ; while they are 
months, notwithstanding that the vengeance and the power of | compelled also to admit your legitimate title to a share of it: but 
their employers were directed against them ; and the power of the | by some inexplicable deficiency, in what may be called the devision 


law was at their command, if the conduct of the men had war- | 
ranted its interference. 


capriciously entered on, but because there was wanting a proper | vas 
This I under- | national wealth, and if the principle of professing philanthropists 


plan of National Organization to ensure its succes. 
stand to be a national body; and I therefore must presume that | 
one of your main objects will be the establishment of some perma- 
nent machinery for the regulation of Trades’ matters and Trades’ 
strikes. It will be your care that the machinery be legally consti- | 
tuted, with power vested in its members to hear all matters con- 
nected with Trades’ business ; and on the understanding, tha: in } 
all cases where the rights of any one trade are threatened or in- | 
vaded, that that trade,—ifa strike should be sanctioned by the | 
governing body,—shall be sustained, upheld, and supported during | 
the struggle, however long it shall continue: the terms to be sub- 
mitted to and agreed upon by a majority of the governing body. | 
I think that such a plan would divest a strike of that local and | 
personal feeling which is in general attributed to the prime movers, 

and would give protection to those who, if struggling alone, must | 
necessarily be subject to all the disadvantages which unprotected ; 
poverty experiences in its struggles with protected wealth. Of) 
course, ingthe formation of such a body you must take local machi- | 
nery into ydur consideration: that is, suppose a strike should } 
take place in Sheffield, or in Manchester, sanctioned by the ruling | 
body; in such ease you could put yourselves in communieation 


/ 


This strike failed, not because it was | mitted rights. 





of legislation, all have failed to put you in possession of your ad- 
If then, as no ran can deny that the genius and 
industry of our peaple have given rise to a vast accumulation of 


be true, that you are pre-eminently entitled to your share of this 


| wealth, I can characterise this assembly no otherwise than as THE 


NEW-BORN GENIUS OF ENGLAND, righteously, peaceably, 
boldly , and honestly looking for its share of the property that itself 


| creates,—while your willingness to submit your social claims to be 


arbitrated upon by others, must convince even your traducers that 
your demands are so just that you are indifferent as to the cha- 
racter of the tribunal to whose judgment they shall be sub- 
mitted. 

Gentlemen,—If you see prudence, safety, and success in the 
course that I have pointed out, as I never reeommend what I am 
not prepared to attempt, and believing your cause to be just, your 
motives to be honourable, and your objects desirable, I shall hold 
myself in increased estimation if [ can be instrumental, either 
within or without the walls of Parliament, in advancing your 
interests. 

Gentlemen,~—However the self-satisfied, or the expectant, may 
ridicule this, your peaceful endeavour to achieve your rights, I feel 
fully impressed with the importance of the working man’s power, 
and as fully resolved upon persevering with you, until we test the 
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value of English union, English organization, English justice, and | inducement should be held out by the several Trade Societies to 


Englishmen’s bravery. 

Gentlemen,—Onr councils must so pure that we may defy the | 
espionage of the Home Secretary, as well as the legal cash of the 
Attorney-General. What my judgment prompts me to advise, 
my heart will encourage me to support; while the justice of our 
cause, and the strength by which it is backed, will preclude the 
necessity of other than perfectly peaceful, mild, and constitutional 
means for its achievement. | 

Gentlemen,—If out of this first important experiment. in the | 





their separated brethren to join them, in order that they may be 
the better enabled to make common cause in cases of aggression, 
which would be the certain result if each trade were to form itself 
into one well-regulated society for their mutual protection. 

The Committee would invite the press to give publicity to their 
proceedings, knowing that the more public those proceedings are 
made the more prejudice will be removed; and they beg to im- 
press on the Trades the necessity and advantage of giving their 
support to such portions of the public press as give the truest and 





right direction, should arise an annual representation of the in- } the most impartial representations of their views and proceedings ; 
dustrious people of England, and you deem it necessary to mani- | for it is certain that whenever the working classes support those 
























































fest the outward and visible signs of your greatness and powér, as 
your several opponents have done by the erection of Club-houses 
as places of resort, and as a means of multiplying and concentra- 
ting your resources, I shall be most happy to assist you in any way 
that can tend to the furtherance of that or any other object, promo- 
tive of the national cause. 

Gentlemen,—Feeling pride as an Englishman, and honour as a 
man, in the situation to which your confidence has this day called 
me, and rejoicing exceedingly that my humble exertions in your 
behalf should entitle me to your esteem, I shall now conclude the 
remarks which I have deemed it my duty to offer, and shall open 
what I proudly call ‘“‘ LABOUR’S PARLIAMENT,” by inviting 
those delegates who have anything to urge to proceed to business, 
trusting that your deliberations may prove beneficial to yourselves 
and satisfactory to the country. 

This address was received with the most hearty ap- 
plause, by all present; after which, the London Com- 


} portions of the press, and only those, which do them justice, they 
| will never want an organ to advocate their interests, and remove 
the prejudice of the misinformed. Finally, the Committee would 
earnestly recommend to the Conference—in order that these im- 
| portant points may be duly considered and dispassionately argued 
| —that no proposition of a political nature, beyond what has already 
been alluded to, should be introduced or occupy its attention ; con- 
vinced as they are, that the only way to carry out these desirable 
objects satisfactorily, and with a due consideration to the best in- 
} 
{ 
, 





terest of all those who sre concerned, is to consider and dispose of 
one question at a time; and, moreover, to keep Trade matters 
and politics as separate and distinct as circumstances will 
justify. : 
This report having been adopted, it was resolved, 
“That Mr. Thomas Barratt, Cork-cutter, Secretary to the Lon- 
don Trades, be the Secretary to this Conference. 
} “That 1000 copies of the Chairman’s Address be printed for 


mittee, for the calling of the Conference, brought up their | circulation amongst our constituents. 
; 


report for the adoption of the delegates. 
Report of the London Committee of Trades’ Delegates to the 
General Conference. 
The Committee having read over and maturely reflected on the 


suggestions contained in the letters of T. 5S. Duncombe, Esq., and } 


Mr. Drury, relative to a better organization of the various trades 
in the United Kingdom ; and being deeply impressed with the con- 
viction that such an organization is essentially and immediately 
necessary, in order that the working classes generally may be 
placed in a position to resist effectually any oppression sought to 
be inflicted on them either by the legislature or the capitalists, 
deemed it advisable to take steps to give the trades of England an 
opportunity to carry such suggestions into effect. While the Com- 
mittee are desirous that this organisation should be formed, to 
vindicate the rights of Labour, and which organisation should be 
adopted also to oppose and defeat any legislative enactment to co- 
erce Trade Societies, of a similar character to that of the mon- 
strous ‘ Masters’ and Servants’ Bill” of last session, they are 
deeply impressed with the importance of, and benefit arising from, 
a good understanding between the employer and employed, seeing 
that their interests are to some extent mutual; and that neither 
ean injure the other, without the wrong perpetrated recoiling upon 
the party who inflicts it; they, therefore, would suggest that it 
should be one of the principal objects of the Conference to culti- 
vate a good understanding with the employers, and thereby re- 
move those prejudices which exist against Trade combinations, by 
showing, on all occasions, that the employed only seck by com- 
bination to place themselves on equal terms, as disposers of their 
labour, with those who purchase it; to secure tlcmselves from 
injury, but by no means inflict it upon others. Although the 
Committee arc anxious that this desirable and important organi- 
sation should be earried out to the fullest possible extent, they feel 
that great eaution must be observed in the formation of its laws 
and regulations, in order that the evils which existed and eventu- 
ally destroyed the consolidated union of 1833 shall be carefully 
avoided. 

The Committee conceive it necessary to call the attention of 
those trades who are comparatively disunited, and whose members 
are consequently working for different rates of wages, to the great 
necessity that exists, that those who are receiving the highest 
wages should use every effort in their power to secure to their fel- 
low-workmen a fair remuncration for their labour; and that ever) 





“ That a Committee be appointed to consider the several sug- 
| gestions contained in the chairman’s address, us to how far they 
{ can be carried out; and that such Committee also receive and re- 
} port on any plans or suggestions that may be offered to them ; 
| such Committee to meet at ten o’clock on Tuesday morning. 
“That Messrs. Wayne, Rattray,\Wartnaby, Thompson, Fleming, 
| Drury, Dunnin, James, Sedgwick, Webster, Evans, Skelton, 
{ Hackney, T. Booth, and Pasquil, form the committee.” 

The Conference then adjourned until Wednesday ; 

leaving the committee to digest the plans of the several 
| delegates, who may have any to propose; to condense 
the same, and to bring up a report at the next sitting. 

On Wednesday morning the Conference was opened 
| by the chairman taking the chair at half-past nine o'clock, 

confirming the minutes of the previous sitting, and call- 
| ing for the report of the committee appointed to con- 
| dense plans. 


} REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 
} 


| Your Committee have taken the Address of the Chairman of the 
Conference into consideration, together with such other sugges- 
tions as were laid before them, in accordance with the resolution 
| by which they were appointed and beg to report as follows :— 

The primary object of all Trades’ Unions is to secure to the 
} Operative a fair and just participations in the wealth he assists to 
produce, For some years past an opinion has been gradually 
gaining ground among these bodies, that their organisation and 
the application of their funds heretofore, have neither been the 
best nor the most effective that might have been adopted. Re- 
peated failure has induced scepticism as to the efficacy of STRIKES 
; ALONE to protect the labourer from the aggression of Capital, 
} and to arrest that downward tendency, which is the most promi- 
(nent feature in his condition. At the same time, increased experi- 
ence and information has excited a desire among some of the 
Trades, to attempt Association on a larger scale for the protection 
of industry; or at least to deliberate whether there may not be a 
better method of applying the large sums annually collected for 
| the use of these Societies. 

The great cause of the continuous decline of the wilkes of La 
} bour, which forms an undeniable consequence of the present sys- 
tem, is a redundamee of workers, compjred with the demand for 
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their labour. Uutil this discrepancy can be removed, its effects ; benifit, and especially to enable them to abstract from the labour 
cannot be averted. Experience has proved that Strikes alone are | market, and set to profitable employment, the redundant hands, 
not sufficient for the purpose, and some other mode must be de- | who, if suffered to remain in it, would reduce the wages of the 
vised by which the “surplus labour” shall be absorbed, or kept out whole trade to which they belong. 
of the market, and an equality be maintained between the work to Upon this most important point your Committee beg to be 
be done and the number of those required to do it. clearly understood; they propose no definite plan, but merely 
Strikes, ‘limitation of apprentices, and the support of tramps, | throw out the suggestion, as one deserving of serious consideration 
were no doubt well adapted for the objects had in view when they | from the Conference. 
were originally adopted, and to a peried when manual labour wax! Your Committee recommend that do interference be attempted 
aided, instead of being mastered, by machinery: but the enormous | with the local organisation of individual Trades ; but that the new 
increase of the latter productive power must be met by the adop- | organisation herein spoken of be simply an addition to the means 
tion of additional measures on the part of the operatives, suited to | hitherto adopted for the protection of Labour; though they hope 
the new circumstances it has created. While Carita possesses | and trust that in due season this addition will become so effectire 
the unlimited power of creating automaton workers, it is utterly | as to supersede mere loca! and sectional efforts. It appears to the 
impossible for manual dabour, in its present position, to maintain | Committee desirable that nothing should be attempted which will 
a successful struggle against its aggressions. In the merciless } not carry with it the general support of the Trades; and hence 
race of competition—increasing in rapidity and intensity, in con- } they recommend only the most cautious and gradual steps, belier- 
sequence of ever-expanding scientific and machanical powers of | ing that many former efforts to improve the condition of the pro- 
production and decreasing outlets for consumption—there is a! ductive classes have failed because they were too far in advance 
power at work against which the relatively feeble efforts of Trades’ | of rue MiNxb of those they were intended to benefit. The sum re- 
Unions, as at present conducted, can have no chance of ultimate | quired from each individual trade to support the new organisation 
success. The working classes must summon to their aid those i would not be large, and might easily be added to that now paid by 
appliances which have hitherto been principally employed against | their Officers for remittance to the Central Committee of the As- 
them. They must expend their funds—locally or generally—in } sociation. 
the erection of machines that will work for and not against them ; 6. The Central Committee should be instructed to carefully 
and instead of investing funds with bankers, to be used by large } prepare a plan for concentrating the energies, legalising the pro- 
capitalists, in a way which inevitably lowers the condition of the | ceedings, and giving practical effect to the growing desire for loca- 
contributors, they must apply them to the production of real wealth / tion on the land, and other measures for the profitable employ- 
and profitable results for themselves. } ment of the funds of such Unions as might be desirous of thus 
The time may not have yet arrived when practical measures for } using them. 
this purpose can be commenced. It may be, that opinion has not/ 7. It recommended that, at least, an Annual Conference should 
yet sufficiently ripened to permit of the formation of an association be held to review the proceedings of the Central Committee, and 
with these objects; but, at all events, your Committee are of | to devise such measures as shall best promote the great objects of 
opinion that their discussions by the present Conference is an im- | the Association. 
perative duty, and that ifno immediate organisation results from} 8. Your Committee have purposely refrained from entering 
such diseussion, the impetus it will give the public mind will hasten }into detail on the various points enumerated; as they conceive 














the period for those more practical and extended measures, which 
can only be effectually carried out by an enlightened public opinion 
among the producing classes. The immediate measures which it 
appears to your Committee this Conference may usefully take into 
consideration are as follows :— 

1. A society, to be called the Association of United Trades for 
the Protection of Industry. 

2. A Central Committee to carry out the objects of the said 
Association, and the formation of a fund to defray the necessary 
expenses. 

3. The leading objects of the Association may be divisible into 
two department—the first external, having reference to the in- 
fluence of the Legislature on the condition of the industrious 
classes ; the second internal, or to efforts made by the Trades to 
improve their own condition. 

With respect to the first of these divisions, your Committee | 
suggest that the Central Committee should be empowered and in- | 
structed to take every opportunity, by means of petitions to Par- | 
liament, deputations to Government and members of both Houses 
of the Legislature, cheap publications, public meetings, and other 
legal, reasonable, and peaceable measures, to enforce the adoption 
of shorter hours of labour wherever practicable. The experience 
of the Sheffield Trades, of the workmen employed by the Messrs. 
Starkeys, of Huddersfield, the Messrs. Brooks, of Armitage 
Bridge, and more recently the hands of Mr. Gardner at Preston, 
and numerous other proofs wbich might be adduced, show that this 
is © measure sound and beneficial, whether it is viewed physically, 
econonically, or morally. 





Under this geneneral division of the business of the Association, 
would also fall the promotion of all public movements having 
reference to improved sanatory conditions for the labouring popu- 
lation, and generally of all such measures as would conduce to 
the promotion of health, intelligence, and morality. 

5. The second divivision of the Association should be the col- 
lection and diffusion of information, as to the means by which the 
capital, skill, and labour of Trades can be applied for their own 





; 


that it will be well for the Conference to confine its attention in 
the first instance to GENERAL PRINCIPLES ; and the machinery for 
carrying out the measures that may be resolved on, will be better 
elaborated by a sub-commttee appointed for the purpose, or the 
duty may be devolved on the Central Committee. j 

In conclusion, your Committe beg to submit the foregoing pro- 
posals in no spirit of dogmatism or self-confidence, but merely as 
questions upon which discussions may profitable be raised. What- 
ever decisions may ultimately be come to respecting them, your 
Committee will be prepared to acquiesce in, and zealously to sup- 


port to the extent of the means in their power. : 
Gro. Fiemino, Chairman. 


This is the report as amended by the Conference: the 


| clause, for the establishment of Local Boards of Trade, 


having been negatived by a majority of six, with one or 
two verbal alterations in other parts. 
It was then moved, 


That a list of delegates be printed, in order that the attendance 
of the delegates might be duly noted; which was seconded by Mr. 


| Webster, of the United Trades of Hull. 


An amendment was moved by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor— ts 

That such list be published at the conclusion of the sitting of 
Conference, which was carried. 

STANDING ORDERS. 

1. That the Conference assemble every morning, at halfpast 
nine o'clock, and adjourn at one o’clock for dinner, re-assemble at 
two, and adjourn for the day at five o’ciock. 

2. That the list of delegates be called over at each sitting, and 
a record of the attendance be kept. 

3. That all motions be submitted in writing, and that no dele- 
gate speak more than fifteen minutes on any one motion, except 
the mover, who shall be allowed half an hour, and also the privi- 
lege of a reply. 
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On Friday, it was agreed, that a committee of nine | have been in the employ of Messrs Hill and Gillman, 

be appointed to elaborate a plan for the government of | tailors, Hanley; and, in order to the accomplishment of 

the United Trades; and that a report of the same be | our object, we venture to believeithat in support of that 

brought up on Saturday morning. cause which the introduction of your paper was origin- 
The following were elected on the Committee : ally intended to support, you will give our gi ievances 
Messrs. Robinson, G. White, Blackhurst, Wm. Evans, Bush, the favour of a space in its columns. 

Sherrard, and Humphris. : . : 

As accompaniments herewith we would wish to put 
forth the pretended refutation, by Messrs. Hill and Gill- 
man, of our first advertisement, to which yon did us the 

. ; honour of giving publicity, and our rejoinder thereto, 
Traded Conpavenee. conceivin re do, that in their absence many ind 
Your committee, having taken into consideration the resolu- . § as we du, * ; soa sence many = us- 
tions and the general feeling of the Conference, beg to state, that, rious members, whose energies are so directed jto the 
from the limited time ailowed for their deliberations, they can do earning of their daily bread, as that the documents in 
no more in the elaboration of a plan for the organization and | question might not have arrested their attention, and 
yovernme Society th: e 3 3 } : + a: . 
guverament of the Society than offer 4 Sw suggeetions for Se rendering indispensable therefore their more extended 
guidanoe of the Central Committee, whose formation the Con- “ : ° 
ference have already decided on. dissemination. . : ; 
1, That the object of this Society be the raising of two separate From circumstances which have transpired, since the 
fands: one for the purchase or rental of land for the purposes of | publication of our last advertisement, we feel that we 
» Saciety the othe > ose . ‘ »@’ ; ° 
po a the other for the purpose of supporting trades should not be doing justice to the cause of the oppres- 
2. That the fund for the purchase or rental of land be raised by sed, were we to decline bringing forward facts that have 
a general levy of one penny per member per quarter. come within our knowledge; or if we did not embrace 
3. That the Central Provisional Committee of this Society be } the present opportunity of marking for specific notice 


made up of one member from each organised trade of London, | the enumeration of the prices given by Hill and Gillman 
with the exception of the President. : 


4. That the selecting of this Committee shall be made by the for certain articles as alluded to, but a at fully set forth, 
several societies of the London district, and have power to act {in our advertisement, and for the making of which they 
until] the next meeting of Conference. have refused payment of anything like a reasonable com- 

5. That a levy of sixpence per fifty members be laid on all the pensation, notwithstanding that, in their answer to our 


Trades of the Association, for the purpose of defraying the expen- | ; . : se ss 
ses of the Committee ; and that when the same is expended, the } first complaint, they profeseed * willingness to — 


° + 
‘Committee have power to call for more. | fo their men more wages / : 

6. ‘That the duties of the Committee be to elaborate a code of} It seems needless that we shuld reiterate what the 
laws for the government of the Associatien, agreeably to the re-| advertisements themselves have treated of; but, in lan- 


solntions of the Conference; and that the same be formed as to | guage that cannot be misunderstood, we would wish to 
. va eas , } 5 ’ . 
admit of enrolment under the Friendly Societies’ Act. | euoply an apparent deficiency net feeling. as our adver- 
7 That a secretary be elected, whose duties shall be to attend } © pply a : 5° - a 
every meeting of the Central Provisional Committee of the Asso- saries have professed to feel, ‘* a regret at stating facts, 


ciation, and receive communications from the provincial branches but the greatest pleasure. They have endeavoured to 
tay Asematien. convince the public that they have suffered under the 

8. That the salary of the secretary be fixed by the Conference. ¢ misrepresentation. God forbid that we should 

9. That in each town, if practicable, a Committee of delegates be grosses P a ° , h ini af i 
appointed, whose duty shall be to communicate information rela- | for one Moment countenance our much injured fellow- 
tive to Trades’ proceedings, together with the number of paying | tradesmen in the most remote disposition to calumniate 
members, rateof wages, hours of working, numbers organised. &c. / either Messrs. Hill, or their co-partner, Mr. Thomas 


10. That in all strikes, where the parties are desirous of receiv- | 7:- { a : . 
Prepne> A : de be’ ; : the form ons i s but jus 
ing the assistance of this Association, application be first made to | Gillman; and of er persons it seeme but got 


the Provisional District Committee ; and if thought worthy of | that we should express our belief that, om principle, they 
support, to be reported to the Central Provisional Committee ; for | are far from being related to that servile, mean hypocrite 
their final approval. ‘ ‘ _ }Gillman, whom we view as a time and purpose-serving 
11. Phat should the Central Committee decide on a strike in ; reasoner, @ sattelite of flattery and dissimulation, and as 
any of the Trades of this Society, they shall be empowered to make } h st bitter foe . ined werkiog men sould & : 
a levy, or levies, equal to the necessity of the case, on every mem- | the mos ; ores S orking man cou Se as- 
ber of the body sailed by ! 
12- That the next General Conference of this Society take place To Thomas Gillman, from all that has been demon- 
jm Landon on sho Seat Muntag of Be “we taco {strated to us,—to you belong the gricvances of our com- 
M. '*. ANS Shai é . : ° sent” " " 
» Chairman. | plainants. You it is, who, in unison with your other 


On Saturday morning, the committee brought up the 
following report. 


Report of the Committee to Expedite the Business of the National 


I 





(To oblige our friends, the Operative Tailvrs, we have been | ‘ ns . 
compelled to postpone the conclusion of this article until next | acte of hypocrisy, have attempted the destruction of the 
~week.—Ep.) | prospects of those who, in their presence, you expressed 
ESE ESE Seer! Te OR Sa oe Cis SPE TY aE No aS ee ME Ta oS greatest sorrow for! To a man who, from his per- 

O TEMPORA O MORES!! ; severance and industry, has enabled himself to say he is 
To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner. independent, is due anything but persecution and dis- 


Mr. Editor,—As injured subjects, we know of no ‘dain! To the tyrant, who would disable the honest and 
source better calculated than your valuable publication, | ndustrious from pursuing their avocations with the least 
to impress the public mind with an accurate knowledge | prospect of success, is due an appellation for which the 
uf the com) laints of that portiun of our population who; English language has made but a trifling ; rovision. And 
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to the servile firm in question these our eentiments are | the other branches of our trade, last Martinmass, ob- 
especially dedicated ! tained a raise of price, five, ten, twenty, and, in some 
The mode adopted by them, with a view to escape the | cases, five-and-twenty per cent. on their weekly earn- 
censure due, to their‘own acts, contravening facts have | ings, the Painters and Gilders have been left, as far as 
clearly_ manifested, is as inimical to the feelings of the| price is concerned, in the same miserable position as they 
Lonest ond faithful advocates of freedom as it is unjust | were in previous to the present improvement in trade. 
Be alive then, Potters, to our delineation af fucts ! ; Indeed the Allowauce system, generally put aside by the 
To you it is that is imputed by the said firm their re- branches in union, is now in full operation amongst many 


fesal to € 1 ch the ius of this branch. At Messrs. Alcock’s, Hill Pottery, 
yaa mE wr *s # just and reasounble requests of Burslem, there are several Gilders who are compelled to 


Ties dan din f : submit to the exaction of some threepence in the shil- 
ey say that you refuse to pay the prices charged by | ling from their weekly earnings; and all caused by the 
other masters for their articles!! This we believe to be | want of union. Let it be hoped, that these evils will be 


as false as are their hearts, and we are induced the more! removed by the wise and good of this intelligent branch 


Ro to think, when we call to mind the generous manner | combining again, for the protection of their labour. 
in which yon came forward to redress the grievances | 


j ; Their only safety lies in a well-connected protective so- 
under which our fellow-tradesmen have so long laboured, ; ciety, which, we are happy in believing, is about to be 


re tendering your pecuniary support, not formed. The late struggles of Mr. Daniel's men have 
a at at the time we were (as, thank God, we! shown them the danger by which they are surrounded ; 
ati a) alte position to hapa the infernal arm of and the plenitude of “black hearts” who are prepared, 
— eee ' and your subsequent, and | s¢ al] hazard, and at a sacrifice of all principle, to take 
ye eee or patronage, in having employed the | the places of those who have boldly, honestly, and justly 
wee eh, at our Club-room, has gratified us with the | stood forward in defence of their labour. Thie state of 
pelief that our appeal has fallen short of being made in things must not continue; and the only certain and 
vain. With reference to one portion of their ridiculous | efficient way to remove the evil, is to combine for the 
boast of having “ twenty men at work” we would ob-| purpose of trade’s protection. ‘The first step towards 
serve that they certainly have a ber of pork ; ang cua’ nd 
bell ob al rd tecvengl np ante eer at work ; | this combination was taken on Tuesday evening last, at 
shi . hs - ms. are these men? They are any-/ the New Inn, New-street, Hanley, when the following 
mag on sr eacuee resolutions were unanimously agreed to. 
W e subjoin an account of the variation of prices given Ist. That this meeting form themselves intoa Painters 
by Hill and Gillman, and those bestowed by other trades- | and Gilders’ Union. 
men to their workmen. 





2nd. That a committee of five be appointed to draw 


Fill and Gillman. Respectable Tradesmen. up rules and regulations, to govern the proceedings of 
T 8. d. s. d. this society; and that the same be submitted to a 
roweer8...... 1 9 .......0008. 3.9 {general meeting of the branch, on Tuesday evening 
Jackets Osbacce 5 eee eee res = 10 O | next, in this house. 
Waistcoats .... 2 0 ............ 3 3rd. That Messrs. Evans, Mart, Baker, Bell, and 


And other garments in proportion. | Tattler be the committee to carry out the spirit of the 


Craving your pardon for so long trespassing upon | foregoing resolutions. 


your time, and hoping you may assist us in this our | 4th. That a deputation of two be appoi i 
“ 7 ; pointed, to wait 
pith coon oe og behalf of the Committee | oy the Central Creuse of the United Branches of 
ee a ee Operative Potters, to ascertain, from them, the terms 
Your most obedient Servant, JOHN HOLT.! on which the Painters and Gilders might again unite 

(The two advertisements alluded to in the above, will themselves with that body. 





a) pear in next week’s number.—Ep.) From these, it will be seen, that the Painters and 
Pome Soi te —___-_____.~ | Gilders are again on the move ;—they are awaking from 
PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM. their ten-months’ lethargy; and better days are yet in 





AER The. ¢ rospect. They are men possessed of skilled labour !—. 
THE PAINTERS AND GILDERS. whet then should ihacest thas in protecting that la- 

It is with pleasure, that we have to announce the re-|bour. Away with the Allowance System, limit the 
organization of the Painters and Gilders into a society of} number of apprentices to a given number of journey- 
protective industry. It will be recollected, that, some} men, and shorten the duration of the hours of labour, 
ten moaths back, this important branch of the Potting | and all will be well. These are the fundamental princi- 
business dissolved their then existing society from some } ples on which they should build their society ; and, once 
matters of trades’ difference, existing amongst their} possessed of a good union, they may laugh at the machi- 
body. This injudicious step left them in the most power-| nations of their enemies, and place at defiance, the vil. 
Jess position, as to the obtaining a fair price for their| lanous conduct of all unprincipled ‘‘Nobsticks ;””. 
labour; the consequence of which has been, that, when | Daniel’s amongst the rest. Success to the movement ! 
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SSO A OE RO RE IODIDE ISIS GR 
ELECTION OF GUARDIANS, } JOHN TIMMIS, Ubberly, Farmer. 
The fullowing foolish bill having been put in circula- | THOMAS HAMMERSLEY, Udberly, Farmer. 
Seer sadividaal. who siene himecif *The Parte | JOHN DOCKSEY, Bucknall, Farmer. 
en, Oy ey Sane eee arene JOHN GINDERS, Fordeas, Farmer. 
Watchman,” it is thought advisable, by the Central Com- JOSEPH BROWN, Moor Side, Farmer. 
mittee, to again publish*the names of the individuals | JOHN MOUNTFORD, Green Fields, Farmer. 
whom they are desirous shonld be elected Guardians of | EPHRAIM STEEL, Bagnall, Farmer. 


. . WILLIAM HAND, Greenway Hall, Farmer. 
> , Stoke- | P ae 7 , . 
the Poor, for the coming year, for the parish of Stoke | It will be seen, that this list varies from that published 


upon-Trent. The bill referred to, is the following. | a forghtnight beck ; ‘the reason of ‘which te, that some 


, ral mn ‘ S  OPus ‘ 
‘Parishioners !!_The ‘Potters’ Union has sent in | sroposed by the Central Committee, have objected to 


ite list of Guardians for the ensuing year, which List \ serve, whilst others have not been qualified by rental. 


it has planned, and will strenously endeavour to carry, | Let, then, the above memes, which are sow on the voting 

as it did a similar one last year. basta ae : ni 

If you think it right, and feel willing that the Workmen eng pag ot ng support of all who love justice, and 

should rule the Parish in this way, you have to fil) up A. wend eel ails hei eitin viele 

yee ee ee a ase a duty to ansert {ti of law and religion, to withhold the distribution of 
. om a “ie ree, 4 - a: arse the Parich frou ede | the voting papers until Saturday, the 5th instant. Those 

your independence an P F | papers will be called for, agaim, on Monday the 7th; 


rule, you will resist the attempt by every means in your leaving but the Sabbath between the issuing and the 


Cae ; . | calling in of the papers. The law states, that there shall 
a bw VOTE FOR TE Ane cmp — wae wre be not less than one clear day entervening between the de- 
wot vt A ON THE , IST. Those Pests nthe af ;, | livery and the return of the papers; and this day the 

ot te x f . “IT | Officers of Stoke Parish have decided shall be the Sabbath; 
representation of each class of the Ratepayers, so far as 


: ‘ " | thus, desecrating religion by perverting the law. Pious, 
oll yen pte — _ . P sm 2 # ae good men ! —of their motives let the parishioners judge ! 








men, and teach those whom it concerns, a salutary 195, Allen-street, Sheffield, April Ist, 1845. 
lesson. Neglect your duty, and you will be beaten and| Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the sum of £2, per 
disgraced ! post-office order, from the Turners’ Branch, being the 


| have a better opinion of your spirit and judgment, | balance remaining from the tea party, held at the Swan 
and have only to add, you have timely Notice, and suc-/Inn, Burslem, towards the liquidation of the Sheffield 
cess is in your hands. I have done my part, the rest | debt, I am, Sir, yours very respectfuliy, 
depends on yourselves ! Josern Kirk. 
April Ist 1845 THE PARISH WATCHMAN.” | Mr. Robt. Hodgson, Tunstall. 

From this it will be seen, that the writer is desirous that | 
the “ workmen” should not “rule the parish” in the way CHEAP HAT & CAP ESTABLISHMENT. 
they have done; he, therefore, calls on the parishioners | FELLOW TOWNSMEN, 
to avoid the list “‘ planned” by ‘‘ the Potters’ Union,” and YOU will consult your own interest, by trying the 
“To VOTE FOR THE FIRST TWENTY-POURNAMES ON TUE; PATENT FRENCH VELVET BHAT, 
VoTinG PareR.” Very modest indeed, for a “‘ Parish | Price 8s, and 10s., equal to the best London Beaver, formerly 








Watchman!” It will be understood, then, “THAT THE | sold at 24s. ; 

WORKMEN” have no right to “RULE THE PARISH.” | ee ioe NAPS, 

Capital ?! |.4 GREAT VARIETY OF BEAVER BONNETS, 
Working Ratepayers, let your votes be attached to the | from 3s. 6d., of the first fashion. 


following twenty-four names; and by so doing, avoid the | AT. J, SORTS ees . faty. 
error that ‘The Parish Watchman” is “‘Ask-ing” you | OF CAPS, in Great varesty 





: Observe.— 
to commit } 

som TITTENSOR, Bucknall, Gentle SALISBURY & Co's, 

2 ue , Bucknall, Gentleman. | Market place, Burslem, and cor Tontine Street. . 
THOMAS BAGNALL, Boothe, Fa , | arket place, Burslem, and corner of Tontine Street, Hanley 
JAMES re Cafe, Farmer. NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
W. KEARY, Stoke, Solicitor. | Received “ One the Land,” Hanley; and “ A Worki 
J. BURGESS, Penkhull, Nurseryman. | Peter” Shelton. i ca Mea ae 


T. SMITH, Hanley, Lawn Weaver. | The Emigration C * © itt sfeceubeiiens ah : 
° : Emigration Company's Committee achnowledge the receipt 

JAMES ROBINSON, Hanley, Mercer. | of £8 from Leeds, and £1 3: 10d from Middlsbro’, for Emigra- 

WM. WARNER, Trent Vale, Farmer. | y ag enon 

HENRY DUFFORT, Stoke, Surgeon. The Central Committee acknowledge the receipt of £2 for Ex- 

WILLIAM BRISTOL, Seabridge, Farmer. aminers from Leeds. 

JOHN BILL, Trent Vale, Farmer. 





CHARLES ALKINS, Etruria, Wharfinger. | Printed for the Executive of “‘The United Branches of Operative 
ABRAHAM ABRAHAM, Longton, Drugyist. Potters,” and Published by W. Evans, Brunswick Street, 
JOSEPH SMITH, Longton, Clothier. Shelton; Sold also by Brown, Longton; Dent, and Yates, 
LEWIS ADAMS, Watlands, Manufacturer. Shelton; Manley, Burslem ; Bell, Stoke, &c. &c. 

JOSEPH BOULTON, Eaves Lane, Farmer. inca Saneeh’ enabeuh 








